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Circa 1540 Francis Drake is born in Tavistock, Devon, England.

1567 Drake gains maritime experience as an apprentice.

1572 Drake embarks on his first major privateering expedition.
1577 Drake begins his famous circumnavigation of the world.
1578 Drake reaches the western coast of North America.

1579 Drake completes his circumnavigation of the world.

1580 Queen Elizabeth | knights Drake aboard the Golden Hind.
1585-1586 Drake leads an expedition to the West Indies.

1587 Drake participates in the defense against the Spanish Armada.
1588 Drake conducts a raid on Cadiz.

1595-1596 Drake’s final expedition; he dies off the coast of Panama.
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