
Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope you enjoy reading our Spring 1 newsletter, which rounds up some of the 
highlights from our first half term. Despite the increase in cases of Covid in the  
first few weeks, I am pleased to report that we are now seeing a return to full classes 
across the school. The children have amazed us; not only with their learning but  
also in their resilience and capacity to help one another. 

Despite the Covid restrictions remaining in place this half term, we have still managed 
to provide a rich and varied access to sport and music. Events such as the Dartmoor 
Partnership Rugby training for Key Stage 2 and the KS2 Girls’ Football tournament 
were well received and as popular as ever. With music, we have been delighted 
to welcome Ilana Jacobs, who has been leading singing workshops, as well as Ms 
Seymour who has been teaching Saxophone to Year 4. Our Year 3 and 4 children will 
be showcasing their music later next term with a concert for parents... more details to 
follow soon!

When we return after half term, we plan to slowly re-introduce live assemblies in the hall. On Tuesdays,  
Mrs Jones-Whyte will lead singing assemblies on Tuesday afternoons and we will hold Celebration assemblies on 
Thursdays and School Values assemblies on Fridays. The plan is to start by having separate key stages in the hall at 
first, and then extend to the whole school in the hall  after Easter. 

Our school governors visited us at the beginning of February, to meet our school council, and were delighted at 
how the children could talk with such confidence about what our school values mean to them. We are so proud 
of all of our children at Shaldon Primary School, who consistently show such consideration for others, not only in 
their school but in the community. There are lots of exciting events planned for the children next half term; we are 
all thrilled to see the return of school trips, music concerts and the hugely popular World Book Day, which we will 
celebrate on Friday 4th March.

I hope you all have a fantastic half term break and we look forward to seeing everyone when we return  
on Monday 28th February.

Best wishes,

Jenny Stewart  Headteacher
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This half-term the Year 1 children have been learning 
how to be weather presenters. Their learning 
journey kicked off with a Zoom call from ITV weather 
presenter, Charlie Powell. He answered the children’s 
excellent questions and gave them some super top 
tips so they knew where to go next on their journey. 
The children worked as scientists, learning all about 
the weather and specifically how to measure the 
weather. They made wind vanes, rain gauges and 
even their own compass. Once they had all the 
information they needed, they focused on presenting 
their forecasts with confidence and produced some 
amazing videos. What a fantastic job they did! We 
will be sending a selection of videos off to Charlie 
Powell – maybe the next Charlie Powell is in Year 1! 

From my first day I have had the biggest welcome and support during my teaching practice this 
term at Shaldon Primary School. I have been met with so much warmth and enthusiasm from the 
children in Year 1, they have been a pleasure to teach. 

I will not forget the science lesson when we made a compass with a needle after magnetising it. 
The children could not believe their eyes when the needle automatically turned to face North. I 
have throughly enjoyed working with the children in our Art lessons. We have had so much fun 
creating so many different pictures and creations linked to our current learning journey. I cannot 
wait to continue my teaching practice with Year 1 next term.

Year 1

Loren Singleton-Green



This half term in Forest school, we have been 
learning many different bushcraft skills. The 
children have learnt how to make Kazoos and 
butter knives, they have continued to gain 
confidence in lighting fires and using knives 
safely, developed their own shelters as well 
as enjoying the independence to try their 
own things. Not to mention the time spent 
making popcorn and marshmallows!

Forest School



Natalie Last

What a fantastic half term I have had at Shaldon 
Primary School! I am thrilled to be embarking upon 
the next chapter of my teaching career here. I truly 
believe it is the community that makes a school and I 
am excited to be part of that community in Shaldon.

I am the Key Stage two lead and the year 5 teacher in 
school. We have had a very busy beginning of 2022 in 
year five. Already, the children have produced some 
wonderful narratives as a continuation of the story 
‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrell-Boyce. This is a story of 
an eleven year old boy, Liam, who is really tall and 
consequently, is mistaken for being a grown up, a lot 
of the time. Obviously, Liam uses this to his advantage 
to go on some amazing adventures. Year 5 read up to 
a certain point in the book and then took Liam on their 
own adventure!

Year 5 have also completed some fantastic geography 
learning, which has been knowledge rich and based 
on the skill of evaluating the effectiveness of 
sources. They have demonstrated how they work as 
geographers by researching about the 2021 Haiti 
earthquake and questioning the reliability of the 
information that they have sourced. We started 

off looking at the big picture, including 
where Haiti is in relation to the UK and the 
structure of the earth. We then focused 
on the 2021 natural disaster: how this 
happened and what the effects were.

Thank you to everyone – parents, children 
and staff included – for making me feel so 
welcome at your school. If I haven’t met 
you yet, please do come and say hello!

Year 
5



My Teaching Practice  
Experience at Shaldon   Year 

6
I have been welcomed into Shaldon 
Primary School with open arms and 
have felt privileged to teach the 
wonderful, talented and kind pupils 
in class 6. The last four weeks have 
made me feel a mix of emotions; 
excited, creative, motivated, tired and 
happy all at the same time! During 
music lessons we have been learning 
about time signatures (3/4 and 4/4 
to be precise) and even created our 
own whole-class vocal percussion 
track – this sounded epic! The children 
have also bowled me over with their 
beautiful singing after learning a song 
called ‘The Climb’.

Our Geography Enquiry focused on 
the effects of climate change. As well 
as learning all the facts about the 
threats to our planet, the children 
were asked to write a persuasive 
letter convincing others to take 
action against climate change. We 
have explored our emotions, using 
empathy maps, and used our feelings 
to create emotive language to engage 
the reader. I approached the local 
newspaper and told them all about 
our enquiry project and the great 
news is that they are looking forward 
to featuring one of the children’s 
letters in the local paper– how 
exciting! I am so proud of what the 
whole class has achieved with this 
awesome project and I can honestly 
say that this particular experience will 
stay with me for ever.

Mrs Fletcher



Chloe Shimell
Safeguarding Officer

Hello! I have loved my first half 
term here at Shaldon Primary, 
getting to know the children, 
staff and some parents. Thank 
you for welcoming me into the 
Shaldon Primary family! My role 
at Shaldon Primary is to support 
children’s well-being, providing 
pastoral care and ‘check-ins’ 
if and when needed. Please 
ensure your child is aware that I 
am in school every Monday and 
Friday if they have any worries 
or concerns that they would 
like to speak to me about (you 
will find me in the SEND room 
opposite Year 6). I’m also here 
to support parents/carers and 
am contactable on Class Dojo  
or telephone. 

If I haven’t already, I look 
forward to meeting you soon! 

Chloe Shimell 
(Safeguarding Officer)

This half term, Years 3 and 4 have welcomed Ilana Jacobs into our 
school to teach us music on a Tuesday and Wednesday morning.  
We have been learning to sing a range of songs which are 
related to the sea.  Throughout our music enquiry, we have been 
learning about rhythm and beats in a bar; what pitch, harmony 
and tone are - and how to vary this in our singing voices; and we 
have recently begun to do some work on composing our own 
lyrics for one of the songs.  We are hoping to be able to perform 
our songs for all parents at the end of the term and Year 3 and 4 
look forward to being able 
to show you the progress 
we have made with our 
singing.  The children have 
been thoroughly enjoying 
these music lessons and 
look forward to the quality 
and energy that Mrs 
Jacobs brings each week! 

Music



It has been so great to be able to start participating in sports 
events again this term! In the last few weeks, we’ve truly kicked 
off the year in style. KS2 were lucky enough to have a tag rugby 
festival brought to them in school, led by a professional sports 
coach. With multiple classes having been taught tag rugby 
already, or planning to be taught it next term, this has provided 
a fantastic opportunity to develop skills and have fun! We have 
also had 2 teams of footballers compete in a football cup at 
South Dartmoor Community College, as part of the ‘Get Girls Into 
Football’ scheme. This is something we will continue to be part 
of throughout the year. With COVID cases falling after a crazy 
term, I am excited to be able to plan more events after half-term.  

Sports



I’d like to say a huge Thank you 
to you all for connecting to our 
new Well-being Class Dojo. 
Through this class I’m hoping 
all our children will access the 
information I share and feel they 
can contact me if they have any 
questions or worries, they may 
be experiencing. 

I’d also like to take this 
opportunity to thank my son 
Cameron who kindly illustrated 
my “Emotions Family” I’ve 
been introducing them through 
Class Dojo recently and will 
be introducing more as time 
goes by,  I’ll also be using them 
throughout my sessions in school 
and 1-1 for our children to be 
able to recognise their own 
emotions in a child friendly way. 

Have a wonderful half term. 

Introducing...

Angus   
Anger

hermione  
happiness

sally 
sadness

wilson 
worry

Wellbeing

Lisa Betts 

Larson was born last week and Lottie 
is already loving being a big sister.   

Good news from Mrs Geeves



 

 



Friday 18th February
Last day of term
FOSS Krispy Kreme Sale

February Half Term

Monday 28th February
Return to school

Thursday 3rd March 
Year 3 Trip to Kents Cavern

Friday 4th March
World Book Day – dress up & secret 
reader

Monday 7th March 
Online Parent Consultations 3.30 – 6pm
Teachers will send out calendar invites

Wednesday 9th March 
Online Parent Consultations 3.30 – 6pm
Teachers will send out calendar invites

Thursday 10th March 
Years 2 & 5 We The Curious Trip

Friday 25th March 
FOSS Mothers Day Gift Shop

Friday 1st April 
FOSS Break The Rules Day

Thursday 7th April 
Reception & Year 6 – National Child 
Measurement Programme

Friday 8th April 
Last day of term

Easter Holidays

Monday 25th April
Return to school 

Email: admin.shaldon@acexcellence.co.uk   Telephone: 01626 873329

Dates   for  your   Diary
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